TEACHING TO THE TOP ~ 10 ~ 24/25
~ THE ROLE AND IMPORTANCE OF POWERFUL,
sporen PROBING QUESTIONING TECHNIQUES

This Spotlight looks at the importance of powerful, probing questioning techniques. When we are
Teaching to the Top, (when the top means the most difficult concepts and skills) it is vital we have a
culture of Accountable Questioning and No Opt Out.
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Questioning cultures that ensure every learner actively thinks hard

Accountable Questioning

e Every student is expected to engage and respond.
e Ensures consistent attention and active participation, particularly with complex content.
® Promotes a culture of academic effort and responsibility.

No Opt Out
e This technique ensures students who initially struggle or say “I don’t know” are guided to
provide a correct response.
e Builds a culture of perseverance, confidence, and mastery for all learners.

Trusted techniques

Turn and Talk: Encourage students to discuss challenging concepts with peers, pushing for depth
and detail in their explanations

Think, Pair, Share: Provide time to consider high-level questions individually, then share ideas
collaboratively to deepen understanding

Whole-Class Response Systems: Use structured approaches (e.g., mini whiteboards or polling) to
ensure every student grapples with complex ideas

Cold Calling: Keep students focused and accountable by targeting challenging questions at all
learners, regardless of volunteers
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